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SUBJECT: INDIAN NUCLEAR TESTING 
REF: STATE 104647 

1. WHILE GOI HAS NOT ISSUED OFFICIAL REACTION TO INDIA'S NUCLEAR 
TEST, EDITORIALS TODAY NOTE CERTAIN DANGERS. ONE EDITORIALIST 
(DA VAR) BELIEVES INDIA NUCLEAR TEST IS DEATH BLOW TO NON- 
PROLIFERATION TREATY, WHICH, HE NOTES, INDIA HAS NOT SIGNED. TO 
SAY THAT INDIA IS SIXTH MEMBER OF ATOMIC CLUB IS FOOLISH, BUT 
CLUB IS NOW WIDE OPEN AND OTHERS WILL TRY TO FORCE ENTRY, IF ONLY 
FOR PRESTIGE. MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. ACCORDING TO DA VAR, MAKES 
INDIA'S STEP PARTICULARLY IRRESPONSIBLE. MRS GANDHI'S PROTESTATIONS 
OF PEACEFUL INTENTIONS DESCRIBED AS SHEER HYPROCISY. INDI'S ACT 
MAY SET OTHE COUNTRIES ON ROAD TO CONSTRUCTION OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION WEAPONS. 

2. HAARETZ EDITORIAL BELIEVES INDIA'S NUCLEAR TEST HAS UPSET 
ATOMIC BALANCE IN TWO WAYS: POSSIBILITY OF USE OF NUCLEAR ARMS 
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ASIA, AND NEW CATEGORY HAS BEEN INSERTED BETWEEN FIVE POWERS 
POSSESSING NUCLEAR ARMS AND HALF-DOZEN COUNTRIES TECHNICALLY 
ABLE TO EXPLODE DEVICE BUT WHICH HAVE NTO YET DONE SO. HAARETZ 
WARNS TEMPTATION TO CLIMB FROM THIRD TO SECOND-CLASS WILL BE 
CONSIDERABLE 

3. IN VIEW LACK OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH INDIA, WE BELIEVE 
ISRAEL WILL TAKE NO SPECIFIC MEASURETO CONVEY DISPLEASURE. 

4. ISRAEL S NUCLEAR INTENTIONS WILL BE PRIMARILY GUIDED BY 
ITS CONCEPT OF ITS SECURITY WITHIN FRAME WORK OF MIDDLE EAST 
RELATIONS AND ONLY MARGINALLY INFLUENCED, IF AT ALL, BY 
INDIA'S TEST. INDIA'S TEST HOWEVER MAY STRENGTHEN ISRAELI 
REFUSAL TO SIGN NPT. 

5. ISRAEL CERTAINLY WILL WATCH WORLD REACTION AND 
ESPECIALLY THAT OF US TO INDIA TEST. IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT AT 
SOME FUTURE DATE ISRAEL MIGHT CONSIDERHINTING AT 

OR ANNOUNCING ACHIEVEMENT OF NUCLEAR CAPABILITY IN ORDER TO 
GAIN PSYCHOLOGICAL POLITICO-MILITARY ADVANTAGES IN CONTEXT 
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO REASON TO EXPECT ISRAEL 
TO DO SO. IN THIS CASE, ISRAELI DECISON MIGHT BE INFLUENCED 
TO SOME EXTENT BY KINDS OF REACTION THAT INDIA'S MOVE WILL 
GENERATE. KEATING UNQUOTE 
RUSH 



SECRET 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, NPT, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, NUCLEAR TESTS, NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE106128 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ACDA/IR:WGIVAN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 27-0479 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740529/aaaaazue.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN ACDA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: TATE 104647 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 APR 2002 by garlanwa>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIAN NUCLEAR TESTING 
TAGS: TECH, PFOR, IN. IS 
To: GENEVA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




